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Sixth Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 

Mail Stop Amendment 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Listed on accompanying IDS Forms are documents that may be considered 
material to the patentability of this appHcation as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1.56, and in 
compliance with the duty of disclosure requirements of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. The 
numbering on this Sixth Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is a 
continuation of the numbering in AppUcants' Fifth Supplemental Information Disclosure 
Statement filed on September 10, 2008, in connection with the above-captioned 
application. 

Where the pubUcation date of a listed document does not provide a month of 
publication, the year of publication of the listed document is sufficiently earlier than the 
effective U.S. filing date and any foreign priority date so that the month of publication is 
not in issue. AppUcants have listed pubUcation dates on the attached IDS Forms based 
on information presently available to the undersigned. However, the Usted pubUcation 
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dates should not be construed as an admission that the infonnation was actually 
pubhshed on the date indicated. 

Apphcants reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention 
over any of the information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may 
not be prior art, and/or to prove that this information may not be enabling for the 
teachings purportedly offered. 

This statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has been 
made, or that information more material to the examination of the present patent 
application does not exist. The Examiner is specifically requested not to rely solely on 
the material submitted herewith. 

Apphcants have checked the appropriate boxes below. 

□ 1. Statement under 37 C.F.R. 1.704(d). Each item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart apphcation and this communication was not 
received by any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than thirty 
days prior to the filing of this information disclosure statement. 

IE! 2. Filing under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). This Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed within tiiree months of the date of filing of a national application other than 
a continued prosecution application (CPA), OR within three months of the date of 
entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.491 in an international 
apphcation, OR before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits OR 
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before the mailing of a first Office Action after the fiUng of a request for 

continued examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 14. No statement or fee is required. 

□ 3. Filing under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c). This Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed more than three months after the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date 
of the first Office Action on the merits, but before the mailing date of a Final 
Rejection, or Notice of Allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution 
in the application. 

□ a. Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). I hereby state that each 

item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). 

□ b. Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e)(2). I hereby state that no item 

of information in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited 
in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application and, to my knowledge after making reasonable 
inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 
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□ c. The required fee is provided through onUne credit card payment 

authorization in the amount of $180.00 in payment of the fee 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 

□ 4. Filing under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d) This Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed more than three months after the U.S. fihng date and after the mailing date 
of a Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance, but on or before payment of the 
Issue Fee. The required fee is provided through online credit card payment 
authorization in the amount of $180.00 in payment of the fee under 37 C.F.R. § 
1.1 7(p); in addition: 

□ a. Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). I hereby state that each 

item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign apphcation not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). 

□ b. Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e)(2). I hereby state that no item 

of information in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited 
in a communication fi:om a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign apphcation and, to my knowledge after making reasonable 
inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 
1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 
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□ 5. The document(s) was/were cited in a search report by a foreign patent office in a 

counterpart foreign appHcation. Submission of an English language version of 
the search report that indicates the degree of relevance found by the foreign office 
is provided in satisfaction of the requirement for a concise explanation of 
relevance. 1 138 OG 37, 38 and MPEP 609.04(a)(III). 

□ 6. A concise explanation of the relevance of the non-English language document(s) 

appears below in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3). 

13 7. Copies of documents NPL26-NPL31 are submitted. However, in accordance 
with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2), no copies of U.S. patents and patent application 
publications cited on the attached IDS Forms are submitted. 

hi addition, copies of documents NPL32-NPL35 are not provided in 
accordance with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office OG notice of 
October 19, 2004, which states: "the requirement in 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2)(iii) for 
a legible copy of the specification, including the claims, and drawings of each 
cited pending U.S. patent appUcation (or portion of the application which caused 
it to be listed) is sua sponte waived where the cited pending application is stored 
in the USPTO's IFW system." 

□ 8. Copies of the documents were cited by or submitted to the Office in an IDS that 

compUes with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)-(c) in Application No. , filed , 

which is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120. Thus, 
copies of these documents are not attached. 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(d). 
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^9. It is expected that the examiner will review the prosecution and cited art in the 
parent application no(s). 10/437,388 in accordance with MPEP 2001.06(b), and 
indicate in the next communication from the office that the art cited in the earlier 
prosecution history has been reviewed in connection with the present apphcation. 

^ 10. In accordance with the Federal Circuit decision in Dayco Prods., Inc. v. Total 
Containment, Inc. 329 F.3d 1358 (Fed. Cir. 2003), Applicants submit herewith 
Office Actions from the previously co-pending U.S. Patent Apphcation No. 
10/633,697, filed August 5, 2003, now U.S. Patent No. 7,517,670, issued April 
14, 2009, as documents NPL26 to NPL27; U.S. Patent Apphcation No. 
10/437,388, filed May 14, 2003, as documents NPL28 to NPL29; and U.S. 
Patent Application No. 11/199,232, filed May 14, 2003, as documents NPL30 to 
NPL31. 

In addition, AppHcants draw the Examiner's attention to the following U.S. 
patents and co-pending U.S. applications that may be directed to related subject 
matter: 

Document US7 is hsted as U.S. Patent No. 6,602,684, Issued August 5, 2003 
(from parent U.S. Appl. No. 09/294,584, Umana et al, filed April 20, 1999). 

Document US8 is listed as U.S. Patent No. 7,517,670, Issued April 14, 2009 
(from previously co-pending U.S. Appl. No. 10/633,697, Umana et al., filed 
August 5, 2003), previously cited in Applicants' Information Disclosure 
Statement filed October 13, 2004, as document number AR 45, "United States 
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Application No. 10/633,697, Umana et al, filed August 5, 2003 (NOT 

PUBLISHED)." 

Document US9 is listed as U.S. Patent No. 7,662,377, Issued February 16, 2010 
(from previously co-pending U.S. Appl. No. 11/889,215, Umana et al., filed 
August 9, 2007). 

Document USIO is listed as U.S. Patent No. 7,722,867, Issued May 25, 2010 
(from previously co-pending U.S. Appl. No. 11/348,526, Umana et al., filed 
February 7, 2006). 

Document USll is listed as U.S. Patent No. 7,727,741, Issued June 1, 2010 (from 
previously co-pending U.S. Appl. No. 11/892,010, Umana et al., filed August 17, 
2007). 

Document US12 is listed as U.S. Patent No. 7,846,432 B2, Issued December 7, 
2010 (from previously co-pending U.S. Appl. No. 1 1/889,981, Umana et al., filed 
August 17, 2007). 

Document US13 is listed as U.S. Publication No. 2004/0072290, published April 
15, 2004 (from co-pending U.S. Appl. No. 10/437,388, Filed: May 14, 2003). 

Document US14 is listed as U.S. Publication No. 2005/0123546, published June 
9, 2005 (from co-pending U.S. Appl. No. 10/981,738, Filed: November 5, 2004). 
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Document US15 is listed as U.S. Publication No. 2009/0010921, published 

January 8, 2009 (from co-pending U.S. Appl. No. 10/889,975, Filed: August 17, 

2007). 

Document US16 is listed as U.S. Publication No. 2009/0304690, published 
December 10, 2009 (from co-pending U.S. Appl. No. 12/409,349, filed March 
23, 2009). 

Document NPL32 is listed as "Co-pending Application, U.S. Application No. 
12/724,386, inventors Umana et al, filed March 15, 2010, not yet pubUshed." 

Document NPL33 is listed as "Co-pending Application, U.S. Application No. 
12/790,716, inventors Umana et al, filed May 28, 2010, not yet pubUshed." 

Document NPL34 is listed as "Co-pending Application, U.S. Application No. 
12/790,715, inventors Umana et al, filed May 28, 2010, not yet pubUshed." 

Document NPL35 is Usted as "Co-pending Application, U.S. Application No. 
12/938,180, inventors Umana et al, filed November 2, 2010, not yet published." 

The identification of these applications and Office Actions is not to be construed 

as a waiver of secrecy as to those applications now or upon issuance of the 
present application as a patent. The Examiner is respectfully requested to 
consider the cited applications and the art cited therein during examination. 
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It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return a copy of the 
enclosed IDS Forms, and indicate in the official file wrapper of this patent appUcation 
that the documents have been considered. 

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fee 
deficiency, or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Accoimt No. 19-0036. 



Date: De cember 23. 2010 

1 100 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005-3934 
(202) 371-2600 

130O13O_l.DOC 



Respectfully submitted. 




Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 



Attorney for Apphcants 
Registration No. 41,306 
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